
  
 
 

Annual General Meeting 
March 26, 2020 

3:30 pm AT / 2:30 pm ET / 11:30 am PT 
 

Virtual/remote participation only 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

• 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm - Business Meeting 
 
 
In Attendance:  

• MRC STAFF - Elisa Obermann & Amanda White, MRC 
• Peter Huttges, MRC 2020 Treasurer / Atlantic Towing 
• Michel Samson, MRC 2020 Chair / Cox & Palmer 
• Tim Brownlow, MRC 2020 Past Chair / Atlantic Towing 
• Dragan Tutic, MRC 2020 Board / Oneka Technologies 
• Kim MacNeil, MRC 2020 Board / Nova Innovation 
• Simon Di Pietro, MRC 2020 Board / DP Energy 
• Jason Clarkson, MRC 2020 Board / Operational Excellence 
• Brad Buckham, MRC Board / University of Victoria 
• John Bourque, Bourque Industrial 
• Craig Chandler, Mersey Consulting 
• Bruce Cameron, Envigour Policy Consulting 
• Hugh Kennedy, Minas Energy 
• Shannon Blanchard, Port Saint John 
• Terry Thibodeau, Digby Development Agency 
• Dana M, Independent 
• John Runcie, Port Saint John 
• Sandra Farwell, Nova Scotia Department of Energy 
• John Woods, Minas Energy 
• Jim Lambe, Logistec Stevedoring 
• Anthony Steele, Logistec Stevedoring 
• John Wright, Northland Power 

 
 
 
 
 
 



General Meeting 
 
Meeting hosted by Michel Samson, 2020 Chair of the Board 
 
 

• Conflicts of Interest 

- Michel S asked if there were any conflicts of interest, with members in attendance, based on 
what will be discussed at this annual general meeting 

- No conflicts identified by any of the members in attendance 

• Approval of Agenda  

- Michel S reviewed the agenda and asked if there were any questions, changes or additions 
- None received 
- Michel asked for approval of agenda as presented 

 
MOTION (03/26 – 1): To accept agenda as presented 
Moved – Terry Thibodeau/ Seconded – Craig Chandler – all approved 

 
• Approval of Minutes of the Nov 28, 2019 Annual General Meeting  

- Michel reviewed the Nov 28, 2019 AGM meeting minutes and any associated action items: 
 

o ACTION – Chq approvals & signatures (electronically) - Amanda to look into other bank 
options and what the associated fee are. 
 Amanda met with MRC’s current bank, Credit Union Atlantic, and has received 

info on the PaymentStream program they offer.  This essentially eliminates the 
need to print chqs.  Direct deposits and withdrawals can be done through a portal, 
including authorizations by our signors.  There are fees associated with this 
program – approx. $1500 annually.  Board are discussing and reviewing this and 
other options. 
 

o ACTION – Changes to audit statement layout (Government funding & events line-items to 
be broken out) - Amanda to work with auditors to make the above changes for the 2019 
audit  
 Amanda reached out to the auditors about changes to the audit statement layout 

and is working with them on if the change.  It was not possible to make the 
change for these audit reports (2019) but will be implemented in the future. 

 
- There were no question, comments or changes by members in attendance 
- Michel S asked for a motion to approve the Nov 28, 2019 minutes as circulated 

 
MOTION (03/26 – 2): To accept Nov 28, 2019 meeting minutes as circulated 
Moved – Jason Clarkson / Seconded – Kim MacNeil – all approved  
 
 



• Financial Report (Peter Huttges, 2020 Vice Chair & Treasurer / Amanda White, 
Operations Director) 

o 2019 Audited Financials 
 

- Peter H reviewed the 2019 audited financial using accompanying slides 
 
SEE APPENDIX A for audited financial statements 
 

2019 Financial Overview: 
- The 2019 Audit was completed on March 20, 2020 – see attached for 2019 audited financials 
- MRC showing a deficit of $60k for 2019 fiscal.   
- The 2019 Board approved budget (approved in Jan 2020) did forecast a loss of $30k with the 

anticipation that MRC was going to be able to secure funding from ACOA for a Tidal 
Commercialization project that would provide an estimated $30k for administration and 
project organization to MRC’s bottom line.  

- This $60k loss is primarily due to: 
o The above mentioned ACOA funding that did not materialize as expected 
o The energy3 conference (co-hosted by MRC, Maritimes Energy Association and Offshore 

Energy Research Association) final profit to MRC was $30 less than expected and 
budgeted.  
***In place of the MRC Annual Conference in 2019, the association agreed to partner with 
2 other associations (MEA and OERA) to co-host one large energy conference – energy3 

o Other contributing factors include – decrease in membership revenue due to loss of 2 
marine energy leaders. 

 
 

- Peter H asked if there were any comments or questions from members on the audited financials: 
Comments/Questions: 

o No comments or questions 
- Michel S asked for a motion to approve the 2019 audited financial statements as presented 

 
MOTION (03/26 – 3): To accept the 2019 audited financials as presented 
Moved – Dana Morin/ Seconded – Jason Clarkson – all approved 

 
 

o Appointment of Auditors for the 2020 
 
**Peter Huttges took over as meeting chair as Michel Samson had to leave. 
 

- Early in 2019, MRC sent an RFP to four (4) audit providers.  Grant Thornton was deemed the 
best value (based on service and price).  The 2019 audit was awarded to and conducted by 
Grant Thornton. 

- It is recommended that the association remain with Grant Thornton for the 2020 audit.   
- A re-evaluation or another RFP can be discussed for 2021 
-  Peter H asked for motion to accept Grant Thornton as the association 2020 auditors 

 
MOTION (03/26 – 4): To accept Grant Thornton as the association 2020 auditors 
Moved – Shannon Blanchard / Seconded – John Bourque - approved 

 



• 2019 Brief Review & 2020 Outlook (Elisa Obermann, Executive Director) 

SEE APPENDIX B for presentation slides with full information 
 
 2019 REVIEW: 
 

- 2019 brought some new optimism with several projects being awarded and receiving 
approval, along with government support for the industry.  

- Industry Activity: 
 Wave Energy 

• University of Victoria (West Cove Wave Initiative & Pacific Regional 
Institute of Marine Energy Discovery (PRIMED)) 

 River Energy 
• ORPC Canada 
• Canadian Hydrokinetic Turbine Test Centre 

 Tidal Energy 
• Big Moon Power (NS & NB) 
• DP Energy (NS) 
• Jupiter Hydro (NS) 
• Nova Innovation (NS) 
• Sustainable Marine Energy (NS) 
• Yourbrook Tidal Energy (BC) 

 Research & Development 
• FORCE 
• SOAR 
• OERA 
• UVIC Pacific Regional Institute of Marine Energy Discovery (PRIMED)  

- Federal Government: 
 Bill C-69/new legislation - Establishes Canadian Energy Regulator Act (CERA), 

Impact Assessment Act, Canadian Navigable Waters Act, Fisheries Act (amended); 
IAA imposes new rules and changes to Project List Regulations; New framework 
for offshore renewables in CERA 

 Treasury Board Secretariat Regulatory Review- Addressing regulatory barriers for 
clean technology 

 Seabed Review Assessment - Geological Survey of Canada review/assessment of 
seabed foundation conditions in offshore regions of Atlantic Canada 

- Provincial Government: 
 Nova Scotia 

• Marine renewable energy demonstration permit program 
o 7 MW allocated under 10 MW program 

• Amendments to Nova Scotia’s Marine Renewable Energy Act 
o Extensions of FITs/PPAs 

• Procurement process for vacant berth at FORCE 
• Sustainable Development Goals Act 

o Reduce NS GHGs by 53 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030 
 British Columbia 

• CleanBC Plan launched 



o Actions to achieve climate targets of reducing GHGs by 40% by the 
year 2030 based on 2007 levels 

o Focus on reducing remote communities’ dependence on diesel 
- Engagement, Advocacy, Strategy 

 Submissions and input to policy, regulatory, and legislative issues and processes 
• Input to federal and provincial issues affecting the sector 
• Ongoing joint work through the Canadian Council on Renewable Electricity 

(CanCORE) 
 Strengthening and growing alliances and strategic partners 

• New partnership with Canada Cleantech and Women in Renewable Energy 
(WiRE) 

• MOU with ADEMAR (Chile) 
• Continued work with affiliate associations (regional, national, and 

international) 
 Implementing Offshore Wind Energy Strategy  

• Many activities completed in 2019 (working group, studies, workshops, 
trade missions, offshore wind board director) 

- 2019 Association Mission & Events 
 Trade Missions & International Business Development: 

• Canadian Renewables Mission to Chile & Insights into the Argentine 
Market - Santiago, Chile | March 2019 

• Mission to US Offshore Wind Conference (USOW19) - Boston, 
Massachusetts | June 2019 

• Mission to EWTEC 2019 - Naples, Italy | September 2019 
• Hosted International Delegation to energy3 - Halifax, Nova Scotia | 

October 2019 
 Events & Outreach 

• Offshore Wind Supply Chain Information Session - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
| February 2019 

• West Coast Summer Event - Victoria, British Columbia | July 2019 
• East Coast Summer Event - Halifax, Nova Scotia | August 2019 
• energy3 Conference - Halifax, Nova Scotia | October 2019 
• Workshop-Retiring Regulatory Risk for Tidal Energy Projects - Halifax, Nova 

Scotia | October 2019 
• Information Session: Opportunities for Atlantic Canada Supply Chain in 

Global Offshore Wind Developments - Halifax, Nova Scotia & St. John’s, 
Newfoundland & Labrador | October/December 2019 

 
2020 OUTLOOK & PLANS: 
 

- Advocacy & Strategy: 
 Assisting members & industry w/ impacts of COVID-19 

• Raise awareness of how 1) industry has been impacted 2) what can be 
done to assist with recovery and 3) opportunities for clean energy that 
may be part of stimulus  

• Support needs of members’ businesses (gather feedback, continuous 
dialogue with government on appropriate measures and tools) 

 Ongoing policy advocacy & outreach 
• Offshore wind (domestic) - Lack of electricity market, regulatory regime 



• Continued opportunity for marine renewables as a solution of energy 
transition/meeting climate action goals in Canada 

• Opportunities identification and engagement in key provinces (BC, NB, NL, 
NS, QC) 

• Communications and stakeholder engagement 
 International market opportunity  

• Offshore wind growing – strategy for involvement in US 
• Increasing needs for clean energy to meet climate change goals globally 

- International Business Development - Updated International Business Development Plan 
2020-2021 

 Pan-American Marine Energy Conference (PAMEC) 2020 COMPLETE - San Jose, 
Costa Rica | January 26-28, 2020 

 International Partnering Forum on Offshore Wind - Providence, Rhode Island | 
August 18-21, 2020 

 Ocean Energy Europe 2020 - Brussels, Belgium| December 1-4, 2020 
- Events 

 Opportunities in Offshore Wind and Tidal Energy  COMPLETE - Saint John, New 
Brunswick | January 14, 2020 

 East Coast Summer Event/ Annual Nautical Networking Event - Halifax, Nova 
Scotia | August 13, 2020 

 Marine Renewables Canada Annual Conference - Halifax, Nova Scotia | November 
3-5, 2020 

 Engagement/outreach at other events: H2O Conference, NOIA Conference, NEIA 
Newleef Conference, others TBD 

 
 

Comments/Questions: 
- MRC 2020 Conference – MRC staff and Board are working on plans on how to 

mitigate risks as much as possible depending on what the state of COVID-19 over 
the next few months.  At this point the conference is still planned for November. 
We are unsure if our conference will be affected but are preparing for the worst 
case (cancellation) as well as other scenarios – changing the conference, 
rescheduling, etc. – and working out what this means for our expected revenue 
around this event. 

 
 

• Other Business 

- No other business 

• Adjournment  

- Peter H asked for a motion to adjourn at 428pm 

MOTION (03/26 – 5): To adjourn the MRC annual general meeting 
Moved – Craig Chandler / Seconded – Jason Clarkson – all approved 

 



APPENDIX A – Marine Renewables Canada 2019 Audited Financials 

 

 

















 

 

 



APPENDIX B – 2019 Review & 2020 Outlook (presentation slides) 









 

 



 



 

 


